During the fall campaigns of both the 2008 (n = 240) and the 2012 (n = 146) presidential elections, a handful of bilingual students administered surveys to adult Mexican-born immigrants. Each 20-minute survey was administered verbally, mainly in Spanish. The questionnaire included items measuring how long an immigrant had been in the country, views on various political issues, and general health.
Once all the surveys were completed, I examined patterns of political activity and involvement, comparing the 2008 and 2012 results. The analysis suggests that Mexican immigrants in Indiana are becoming more knowledgeable and incorporated into civic life, even if most lack citizenship at a formal level.
From this regional snapshot of the larger national population, some tentative conclusions become evident. The undocumented population of Mexican-born immigrants is more engaged in civic life than expected and would welcome naturalization. Given their increasing level of political activity, social activism, and knowledge in American politics, the survey results suggest Latino immigrants will develop strong ties to this country. 
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